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Chapter 10 

Eastwood Park Spur – including 

Sundays Hill 

The Eastwood Park Spur VIH comprises a circular complex area of ridges and 

the inclusion of the outlying Sundays Hill in the north-east. The VIH is located 

in the north-west of South Gloucestershire in between the villages of 

Rockhampton and Falfield, where it serves as a buffer between Rockhampton 

and the M5. It is located mostly within the Falfield Vale (LCA 7) landscape 

character area, with its western extent straddling the edge of the Severn 

Ridges (LCA 18) landscape character area. It partly encloses the distinctive 

bowl landform of the Falfield Vale and its presence in views across the 

landscape is emphasised by the surrounding lower-lying land to the east and 

west. 
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Figure 10.1: Location of the Eastwood Park Spur Visually 

Important Hillside and landscape character context 
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Figure 10.2: Detailed map of the Eastwood Park Spur Visually 

Important Hillside 
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Figure 10.3: View of Easwood Park Spur from Buckover  
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Characteristics 

Distinctiveness and identity  

◼ The Eastwood Park Spur VIH is a readily identifiable feature on OS 

mapping, as a series of long narrow 'tongues' of contour lines drop away 

from an elevated plateau from a high to low elevation. The relatively steep 

sides of the spur are indicated by close contour lines (descending from 

around 70m to 40m). This is clear when seen in context to the adjacent 

vale landscape to the east and undulating ridge landscape to the west 

(where contours are at larger intervals).  

◼ Evidence of an Iron Age fort (Camp Hill) is referenced on OS mapping, 

indicating a high point, where it is positioned on the top of the westerly 

section of the VIH.  

◼ The VIH is a distinctive feature with a strong sense of identity as noted in 

the South Gloucserstershire Landscape Character Assessment SPD 

description for LCA 7: Falfield Vale, which notes that the VIH comprises a 

"defined scarp edge". It is particularly distinctive in the way it contributes 

towards the bowl landform of the Falfield Vale.  

Visual prominence  

◼ The VIH is visible from some public vantage points although LCA 18: 

Severn Ridges notes that "the scarp edge is most prominent in the north, 

around Hill and Rockhampton". The southern part of the VIH is visible from 

the strategic viewpoint at Whitewall Lane, Buckover (SVP 5).  

◼ The areas of woodland located along the VIH form prominent features and 

LCA 7: Falfield Vale notes that they are characteristic along the scarp 

skyline, merging with woodland on the scarp face below. 
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Character and value 

◼ The character and appearance of the Eastwood Park Spur VIH is largely 

unspoilt by visual detractors. These are mainly limited to an existing wind 

turbine at Poundhouse Farm (67m tip height) and pylons which given their 

position towards on the plateau above the VIH, have some visual 

prominence when seen from the surrounding landscape. The VIH is also 

influenced by the close proximity of Eastwood Park Prison, located along 

the lower slopes of the VIH in the east and described in LCA 7: Falfield 

Vale as a "large complex".  

◼ Landcover across the VIH comprises predominantly of medium to large-

scale pastoral fields with regular and irregular boundaries. Deciduous 

woodland also makes up a large proportion of the VIH area which contains 

outward views, including at Longman’s Grove, Groves Gully, and the 

Gorse.  

◼ The eastern part of the VIH forms part of the Eastwood Park estate, where 

linear woodland, mature tree stands, and specimen trees contribute 

towards its distinctive parkland character and provides the backdrop and 

setting for the stately home at Eastwood Park.  

◼ The VIH has a role in the landscape by providing containment to the north-

eastern edge of LCA 18: Severn Ridges and by separating the lower-lying 

villages of Rockhampton and Falfield. 

Summary 

Eastwood Park Spur is categorised as a VIH as it meets most of the criteria 

to some extent. It is readily identifiable as a natural landform feature on OS 

mapping; a distinctive feature with a strong sense of identity; has some 

prominence in views across the landscape; its character and appearance is 

largely unspoilt by visual detractors; and has a role in the landscape by 

containing a character area and providing separation between settlements. 
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